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Northern Community Area Partnership 
 CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
It is important that NCAP takes into account the impacts of climate change arising out of meetings 
and project development.  Mitigation measures need to be considered and addressed wherever 
possible to reduce the impact on the environment and the following are some ideas that should be 
considered and at the forefront of the Steering Group deliberations.  

 
CONTEXT 
The US is a huge consumer of fossil fuels, twice as much per person as Britain and this is a serious problem.  
We need to put pressure on the US, of course, but we have a responsibility too to take a lead and sort out 
the impact of our carbon emissions in the UK.  No-one ever wins a court case by arguing that there are 
bigger criminals about! 
 
It is also true that China and India also have rapidly increasing emissions and will soon exceed those of the 
currently rich world. So, they will need to play a part in controlling emissions. Nonetheless, their emissions 
per person are still way below ours (for instance, we emit ten times as much per person as in India).  The 
greenhouse gases currently in the atmosphere are the result of the rich worldôs emissions over the past 100 
years, so we do bear a historical responsibility. 
 

We (the Steering Group members) have to be the start - after all we cannot ask other people to do 
something that we are hesitant in doing ourselves.  Next, we need to influence our colleagues or other 
groups with whom we are associated to do the same; and, we need to demand that our MPs push our own 
government to take more of a lead in pushing for real change in the United States, China and India.  
 
SO, WHATôS THE STRATEGY EXACTLY? 

In simple terms, we have to dramatically cut our greenhouse gas emissions, increase the efficiency of the 
energy that we do use, replace fossil fuels with renewable energy and then offset emissions from fossil fuel 
usage. 
 
We need to do all four of these together. 
 
DO REMEMBER 
Although the campaign for renewable technology is strong and is exciting and futuristic, it is not the whole 
solution ï it is cutting emissions that counts; this needs dramatic changes in efficiency and demand changes. 

 
AN ACTION PLAN FOR NCAP 

We have to: 
 

¶ Reduce our demand for energy  

¶ Increase the efficiency of the energy that we do use  

¶ Replace fossil fuels with renewable energy  

¶ Offset emissions from fossil fuel usage 
 

We need to do all these together. So, where possible, reasonable and sensible: 
 
1. Cutting Emissions 

 

¶ Walk to meetings or car share to bring other members to meetings  

¶ Buy our meeting refreshments locally  

¶ Share agendas, minutes etc and put the agenda on a flip chart so all can see  

¶ When we meet during the day, do we need the light on?  
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¶ Find out and publicise what the local transport company is doing about providing more buses, of the 
right size and when they are wanted  

¶ Find out and publicise what NWDC is doing, itself, are any of its activities taking account of reducing 
emissions?  

¶ Promote local guides to help people buy locally, use allotments, compost etc 

¶ Think ñenergy usageò when we next hold an NCAP event  

¶ Recycle paper that is generated from our activities 
 
2. Increasing Efficiency 

 

¶ Consider meeting venues based on their energy efficiency and begin to encourage venue owners to 
think about climate change  

¶ Exert pressure on NWDC to publicise its energy efficiency actions for its events. What has happened 
since NWDC signed the Notingham Declaration for example? 

 
3. Renewable Energy 

Renewable energy draws on new technologies - solar, wind and tidal/wave power - which use natural energy 
sources rather than burning fossil fuels.  

 

¶ Select meeting venue, where possible, if it has switched to green electricity  

¶ Exert pressure on NWDC to publicise its renewable energy actions  
 
4. Offset emissions from existing fossil fuel usage 

NCAP should look at ways to offset the emissions resulting from its activities: 
 
Full Partnership Meetings 

¶ Energy usage/efficiency at venue 

¶ Travel to meetings 
 
Steering Group Meetings 

¶ Energy usage/efficiency at venue 

¶ Travel to meetings 
 
External Meetings (e.g. LSP, WFCAP, EiP etc) 

¶ Raise awareness at external meetings by asking about the energy usage/efficiency at venue 

¶ Travel to Meetings 
 
The Government of the South West has published a checklist to Greener Events which captures the above.   
 
NCAP should begin by sending out this (slightly modified, as below, to suit the NCAP context) and begin the 
process of encouraging, persuading and supporting venues to adapt to the new context.  We need to let 
venues know that this is the reason why NCAP has selected them ï provide support with information. 
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VENUE CHECKLIST  
 
Choosing a Venue ... where possible, sensible and reasonable NCAP chooses a venue that: 
 
[ ] Has good public transport access 
 
[ ] Is interested in doing more to become sustainable 
 
[ ] Purchases green electricity 
 
[ ] Uses renewable energy technologies 
 
[ ] Has plenty of naturally light 
 
[ ] Recycles paper and cardboard waste etc ï and provides suitable recycling bins 
 
[ ] Promotes energy and water efficiency to its users ï e.g. switch off lights when not in use 
 
[ ] Use dry-mark whiteboards rather than paper in workshop presentations 
 
 
Managing Participants... where possible, sensible and reasonable letôs: 

 
[ ] Take measures to reduce CO2 emissions from travelling to the venue 
 
[ ] Provide information on availability of public transport services for the meeting 
 
[ ] Where appropriate promote car sharing, cycling etc 
 
[ ] Use websites and email lists to promote the meeting 
 
[ ] Use double-sided printing for promotional materials and handouts 
 
[ ] Use recycled paper where practicable 
 
[ ] Minimise the length of the registration form or use electronic registration where possible  
 
 
Catering... where possible, sensible and reasonable letôs: 
 
[ ] Use seasonal local produce wherever possible (organic produce should also be considered) 
 
[ ] Ensure tea/coffee is Fairtrade and provide tap water as an alternative 
 
[ ] Provide milk/cream in jugs rather than individual plastic cartons (to reduce waste) 
 


